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Your request of lay 24, 1943, for an opinion upon the following has
been recaiveds '

*Hay a eilvilian enployee of the U, 4, Government, emnloyed at
an Arny Post or Nefense Project and hired through Civil
Servico rogulat ons, operato a Government ovned vehilcle.
upon the publie highuays uzing a Government oparatorts
permit instea? of an Arizona chauffeup's license?n

Under See., 66=-401, Ariz, Code Annot., 1939, a cheuffeur 1s one who
operates a notor velicle while in use 23 a public or comnon carrier,y . .
or 13 one who in the course of his employment, drives a vchicle of
which he is riot the owner for the purpose of the transportation of
persons or properive

Under Sec, 66238 driving wiithout an opéerator's or chauffeur's
1license 1s pronibited, The secticn does not apnly o a person in
the service of the Arnyy Navy or Karlne Corp of the United States
when furnished with a governient driver's pernit and when operating
an officlal motor vehicle in such service, The driver's pernit
furnished by the United Stntes is not a chauffeur's licensec,

Your question relates to a civilian employece of the govermnent, Such
an employce 1s not within the protection of the excaption to fec.
66-238, whether he 13 enmployed at an Arny Post or Defonsze Project -
and even 1f he 1s hired in acecorcance with eivil carvice ragulationg,
e do not see that 1% makas any differcnce if he ig eriployed at an-
Arny Post or Defense Projeet or that he operates a govermnment owned
vehlcle upon the publie righuaye The prohidbition of the statute 1s
againat the indlvidual and nod ecainst tha esployers The individual
is guilty of the offense if hey s a part of his employmant' oneratas
& vehiele on the pudlie highvays without having a chauffeurt's licaense,
He ray, accordingly, te progecuted for nicdencanor for each offense,

This 13 not intended to mean that the lighway Patrol of the vehicle
division can stop the operation of a vehiele belonzing to the 02 ) of 4 U
ment and carrying persons or property for the government, but it does’
not prevent ths State fron bringing a proper driminal ac%ion against
the driver, _ S

Very truly yours,
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